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{6ay/mm\hfyeaT) 02/12/2004 
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International application No. 
PCT/BE2004/000109 


Internationa! filing date 

(day/month/year) 29/01 / 200 A 


Applicant 

K U LEUVEN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 



Where? Directly to the 



I ne auuut,ai ii la i loi uy » iv""«v- « « ■ — — - - - - . 

Authority have t>een established and are transmitted herewith. 

^KlicTnUs^^^^^^^ o, me Internationa. App..ca«on (see Ru.e 46): 

. When? Ttie time limit tor filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of tra"smtttel ofBie 
mt^Xnal search Report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

International Bureau of WIPO. 34 chemin des Colomljettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland. Fascimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 
For more detailed Instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet 
9 n The aoDlicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the dedaation under 
L-' Icicle lS) to ffi the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmmed herewith. 

3. □ With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2. the applicant is notified that: 

□ the orotest toaether with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together wm) the 
Sfpncll^rl )^!^^ tS^forvikrdt!^ texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Off«es. 
□ no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

ShrrUy'Sii the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international applicaton will P""!^^^^,^y *'\^„„., 
before the completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

The applicant may submit comments on an lnfom.ai basis on the written opinion of «je IntemaHor,^ o«te^ unlesfan '° *^ 

= ?=nin=^^^^ 

the public but not before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date, 
acts for entry Into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

in respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even If no demand is filed within 19 

months. 

See the Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 and, for details about the applicable time limits, Office by Office, see the PCT AppiicanVs 
Guide, Volume II. National Chapters and the WIPO Internet site. 



Name and mailing address of the International Searching Authority 
European Patent Office. P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280 HV Rijswijk 

Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 ep0.nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 

Bernard Corneglio 



Form PCT/lSA/220 (January 2004) 



(See notes on accompanying sheet) 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 



Those Notes are intended to give the basic instructions concerning the fifing of amendments under articie 19, Ihe 
Notes are based on the requirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations and the Administralive Instnictions 
under that Treaty. In case of discrepancy between these Notes and those requirements, the latter are applicable. For more 
detailed information, see also the PCT Applicant's Guide, a publication of WIPO. 

tn these Notes. 'Article-, "Rule", and "Section" refer to the provisions of the PCT, the PCT Regulations and the PCT 
Administrative Instructions respecUvely. 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

The applicant has. after having received the international search report, one opportunity to amend the daims of the 
intemah^ application. It should however be emphasized that, since all parts of the "^f^" 
d^crip^bn and^awings) may be amended during the Intemational prelim.n«y exammation P^^^^^^* ^^^^ ^hfaX«d 
nrneStofileamendmentsof the claims under Article 19 except where, e.g. the applicant wants the 5? P"^?^^* 

fcj Si?p^ protection or has another reason for amending the claims before international pbulioation. 

Furthermore, it should be emphasized that provisional protection is available m some States only. 

What parU of the Intematlonai appllcaClon may be amended? 

Under Article 19, only the claims may be amended. 

During the international phase, the daims may also be amended (or lurttier amended) ^^^^'^^^.^J^ 
the Iritemalional Preliminary Examining Authority. The description and drawings may only be amended under 
Artide 34 before the International Examining Authority. 

Upon entry Into the national phase, all parts of the intemaiiond application may be amended under Artide 28 
or, where applicable, Artide 41 . 



When? 



Within 2 months from the date of transmittal of the international search report or 1 6 moiittis »rom the pnonty 
dSe. whS^ler time limit expires later. It should be noted, however, that the amendments wiH bj. ~n«demd 
S hklJinSbeen received on time if they are received by the International Bureau after the ^fP^r^^?^^ 
applicatSe time Kmit but before the completion of the technicd preparations for international puUicatton 
(Rule 46.1). 



Where not to tile the amendments? 

The amendments may only be fHed with the Intemational Bureau and not with the receh/ing Office or the 
Intemational Searehing Authority (Rule 46.2). 

Where a demand for intemational preliminary examination has been^s filed» see below. 

How? Either by cancelling one or more entire daims, by adding one or more new daims or by amending the text of 

one or more of the daims as filed. 

A replacement sheet must be submitted for each sheet of the daims which, on account of an amendment or 
amendments, differs from the sheet originally filed. 

All the daims appearing on a replacement sheet must be numbered in Arabic numerate. Where a daim is 
cancelled, no remTmbering of the other claims is required. In all cases where daims are renumbered, they must 
be renumbered oonseoutively (Administralive Instructions, Section 205(b)). 

The amendments must be made in the language In which the intemational application is to be published. 



What documenU must/may accompany ttie amendments? 
Letter (Section 205(b)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter. 

The letter wiU not be published wHh the intemational application and the amended daims. ^^should not be 
confused with the 'Statement under Article 1 9(1)' (see below, under "Statement under Article 19(1)'). 

The letter must be In English or French, at the choice of the applicant. However. It the language of the 
Mttf^UonStmo^onls English, the letter must be In English; If the language of the international application 
is French, the letter must be In French. 
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 (continued) 



Tho letter must indicate the differences between the claims as filed and the claims as ^"^^'^.^i" "'"^ 
particular, indicate, in connection with each daim appearing in the intemational application Crt being understood 
that identioal indications oonoeming several claims may be grouped),whether 

(i) the claim is unchanged; 

Oi) the claim b cancelled; 

(ill) the claim is new; 

Ov) the claim replaces one or more claims as filed; 

(v) the claim is the result of the division of a claim as filed. 

The following examples illustrate the manner in which amendments must be explained in the 
accompanying letter: 

1 IWhere orioinany there were 48 daims and after amendment off some claims there are 511: 
ilSsTtr^. 31 34. 35. 37 to 48 replaced by amended claims bearing the same numbers; 
daims 30, 33 and 36 unchanged; new dalms 49 to 51 added.' 

2 [Where originafly there were 1 5 daims and after amendment of all daims there are 1 1 ): 
■aaims 1 to 1 5 leplaoed by amended daims 1 to 1 1 / 

3. [Where originally there were 14 daims and the amendments consist in cancelling some daims and in adcing 

^S^iSfrto 6 and 14 unchanged; daims 7 to 1 3 cancelled; new daims 1 5. 16 and 17 added.- or 
•Sd™7 to 13 cancelled: neW daims 15, 16 and 17 added; all other claims undianged. 

K^^'^S^^^^^^ 19 cancelled; daim. 1 4,15 on6^e re^^^ amended 

dairM;cWm^^ 15, 16 and 17; new daims 20 and 21 added. 

-Statement under vllcle 19(1)" (Rule 46,4) 

The amendments may be accompanied by a statement explaining the ""'•T^"*"** 

thTt ^ «J^ndmento might ha^on the description and the drawings (wh«h cannot be amended under 

Artide19(1)). 

The statement will be published with the inlemstional appGcation and the amended dakns. 
It must be In the language in which the Intemaftlonai apppHcaftion Is to be published, 
ft must be brief, not exceeding 500 words if in English or if translated into English. 

H «hoiild not be oonhjsed with and does not replace the letter indicating the cSfferenoes between the claims 
1L^!31J3\S^^ CuX IHed on a Separata sheet and must be identified as audi by a heading, 

preferably by using the words 'Statement under Article 1 9(1).* 

It mav not contain any disparaging comments on the intemational search report ^}^^ ^^^f"^ ^l^^fj^^. 
UoXn^ -Sfthat r^^rt. M^n^ to dlations, relevant to a given daim. contained in the international search 
report may be made only in connection with an amendment of that claim. 

Consequence tf a demand lor Intemational preliminary examination has already been filed 

If Id the time of filing any amendments under Article 1 9, a demand for intemational Pf«'''^'"«njBxarnir^^^^^ 
hkf al^ adj b^n submitted, the applicant must preferably, at the same time of fil^fl the 
Ir^midi^al Bureau, also fito a copy of sudi amendments with ttie Intemational Preliminaiy Examining 
Authority (eee Rule 62.2(a), first sentence). 

Consequence with regard to tnmsiaUon of the mtemattonal application tor entry Into the national phase 

The applicanfs attention is drawn to the fad that, where upon entry into the "«»i?"f ' P^f ^L?^^^^'^^^^ 
dTnSis^en^ under Article 19 may hove to be furnished to the designated/elected Offic«i. instead of. or 
in addition to, the translation of the daims as filed. 

For further details on the requirements of each designated/elected Office, see Volume II of ttie POT Applicant's 
Guide. 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



(PCT Article 1 8 and Rules 43 and 44) 


Applteanfs or agenfs file reference 
LRD-PCT-44 9 


FOR FURTHER see Form PCT/ISA^20 

ACTION 3PP''^^'^' ^ below. 


International application No. 


International filing date (day/month/year) 


(Earliest) Priority Date (aay/monin/yG^j 


PCT/BE2 004/000109 


29/07/2004 


29/07/2003 


Applicant 






K U LEUVEN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 





This international Search Report has been prepared by th;s Intemation^^S^^^^^ Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
aaording to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 



_ sheets. 



[x] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



' * Tw^ ^1^1^ language, the international search was carried out the basis of the international application In the 
langi^in which it was Wed. unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

n The international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to 
" — ' this Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 
b. □ With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 

2. O Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 

3- n Invention is lacking (see Box III). 

4. Witti regard to the title. 

] [ the text Is approved as submitted by the applicant, 
[x] the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 
FOIL BEARING 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

I I the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

6. With regards to the drawings. 

a. the figure of ttie drawings to be published with the abstract Is Figure No. _fi 

I I as suggested by the applicant 

[x] as selected by this Authority, because tiie applicant failed to suggest a figure." 
□ as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention. 

b. none of the figures is to be published with the abstract 

FormPCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/BE2004/ 000109 



Box No. IV Text of the abstract (Continuation of Hem S of the first sheet) 



The present invention relates to a new kind of foil bearxng The present 
invention relates to a bearing comprising a flexible J^^l^ ^^^^^f ^^,^^^3 , 
self-aligning meohanisn. {5 , 11) . The present invention furthermore relates to a 
Toil bearing enabling a linear and/or rotary movement ^^^^^i^^^'^f 
(Tl a shaft) The present invention also relates to a foil gas/air bearing 
^ith"a sSf"ligLng'^mechanism(5.11). The present invention furthermore relates 
to ^he use of slid foil bearing in machines, more specifically in precision and/ 
or high-speed machines and in high-speed precision spindles. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International Application No 

PCT/BE2004/000109 



tprf'^'rircF/ff"' " fT6C23/04 



According to liHemallonal Patent Classiftcation (IPC) or to both national classiricatio n and IPC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentatton searched (dasslflcation system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 F16C 



Documentation 



searched other than minfenum documentation lo the exlenl that such documents am included in the fields searched 



Eteclronic data base consutted during the in ternational search (name ot data base and. wheie practical, search temis used) 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data, PAJ 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category • Citation ol document, with indication, where appropriate, ot the relevant 



GB 1 181 063 A (NATIONAL RESEARCH 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION) 

11 February 1970 (1970-02-11) 

page 2, line 11 - line 106; figures 



US 3 520 578 A (LICHT LAZAR) 
14 July 1970 (1970-07-14) 

column 1, line 56 - line 58 

column 3, line 17 - column 6, line 49; 

figures 

US 4 815 864 A (OONES ALLEN M) 

28 March 1989 (1989-03-28) 

column 1, line 67 - column 4, line 8; 

figures 

-/-- 



Relevant to daim No. 

1,2,8, 
10-14, 
16,18,20 
17,19,21 



1,2,8,9, 

13,14, 

18,20 



1-3, 

14-16,18 



i Further documents are listed In the continuation of box C. 

• Spedal categories of cited documents : 

•A* documeni defining tfie general state of the art which is not 

considered lo be of particular relevance 
•E' earOer document but published on or after the international 

fiilng date 

•L* document which may throw doubts on priority daim(s) w 
' which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other spedal reason (as specified) 
'O" document referring lo an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

•P' document published prior lo the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed ^^^^^ 



ID 



Patent family meml>eis are listed in annex. 



•T later document published after the international filing date 
or priority dale and not in conflict with the applicalion but 
dted to understand the prindple or theory underlying the 
invention 

•X' document of particular relevance; the daimed Invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
Involve an Inventive step when the document is taken alone 

•Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person sWJIed 
m the art. 

document member of the same patent family 



I Dale of the actual completion of the inlemalional search 

19 November 2004 

I Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patenllaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rliswijic 
Tel (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Date of mailing ol the international search report 

02/12/2004 



Authorized officer 



Axels son, T 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



tntematlonal Application No 

PCT/BE2004/000109 



r /fiontlnuatlonl DOCUME NTS CONSi^ERED TO BE RELEVANT 

Caalion ot document, with Indkatton. where appropriate, ot the relevant passages 



Categoiy * { 



y 



us 3 504 953 A (LOVE WILLIAM J) 

7 April 1970 (1970-04-07) 

column 1, line 46 - Une 61; figures 1,2 

US 5 519 274 A (SCHARRER JOSEPH K) 

21 May 1996 (1996-05-21) 

column 3. line 5 - line 54; figures 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 0142, no. 76 (M-0984), 

iA liinp 1990 (1990-06-14) 

& JP ol 080811 A (NIPPON TELEGR & TELEPH 

CORP <NTT», 20 March 1990 (1990-03-20) 

abstract 

US 4 251 119 A (SPIES ALFONS) . 

17 February 1981 (1981-02-17) 

cited in the application 

column 2, line 11 - column 4, line 10. 

figures 

US 5 518 320 A (MOHAMED ZAHROOF ET AL) 
21 May 1996 (1996-05-21) 

FR 1 448 052 A (M. ZELLER) 
16 November 1966 (1966-11-16) 
the whole document 



I Relevant to claim No. 



17 



19 



21 



1,2,8,9, 
11-13,20 



1.2.8. 
14,16 



1.2,20 



reT/lSAKIO «x)nlinuBtl»n ol s«c»nd rtiert) (Januaiy 2004) 



page 2 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Information on patent family members 



Patent document 
died in search report 



Publication 
date 



GB 1181063 



US 3520578 



11-02-1970 
14-07-1970 



US 4815864 A 

US 3504953 A 

US 5519274 A 

JP 02080811 A 



21-05-1996 
20-03-1990 



US 4251119 



17-02-1981 



International Application No 

PCT/BE2004/000109 



Patent family 
member(s) 



Publication 
date 



NONE 
NONE 



28-03-1989 NONE 
07-04-1970 NONE 



NONE 



NONE 



US 5518320 



FR 1448052 



21-05-1996 
16-11-1966 



DE 


2616132 Al 


CH 


617249 A5 


CS 


195750 82 


DO 


129666 A5 


FR 


2348394 Al 


GB 


1681565 A 


JP 


52124555 A 


NOME 



20-10-1977 
14-05-1980 
29-02-1980 
01-02-1978 
10-11-1977 
17-12-1980 
19-10-1977 



NONE 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(POT Rule 43fe/s.1) 








Date of mailing 
(day/month^ear) see 


fonn PCTyiSAfilO (second sheet) 


Applicants or agent's file reference 

see form PCTyiSA>220 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 


International application No. 
PCTBE2004A)001 09 


International filing date (day^onth^ear) 
29.07.2004 


Prionty date (day/montrvyearj 
29.07.2003 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or 1 
F16C17/12, F16C23yD4 


ootti national classification and IPC 


Applicant 

K U LEUVEN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT | 



1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
H Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

H Box No. II Priority . ^ . . , .• um*.. 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and .ndustnal appl.cab>l.ty 

n Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

H Box No V Reasoned statement under Rule 43te.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or .ndustnal 
eg BOX NO. V citations and explanations supporting such statement 

□ Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

□ Box No. Vill Certain observations on the international application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

« a demand for international preliminary -^^oM^^ ^^^^^^ 

written opinion ofthe 'ntemational Prel^^^^ '^^^ has notifed the 

SeSn^i'lS^^ur-RM^^^ cf this International Searching Authority 

will not be so considered. 

whichever expires later. 
For further options, see Form PCT/lSAy220. 
3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA>220. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA: 



European Patent Office • 
D- 10958 Berlin 
Tel. +49 30 25901 -0 
Fax: +49 30 25901 -840 



Gitschiner Str. 103 



Authorized Officer 

Axelsson, T 

Telephone No. +49 30 25901-522 



Form PCTilSA/237 (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



mitaMKmO 26 JAN 200B 



International application No. 
PCTyBE2004A)00109 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



(under Rules 1 2.3 and 23.1 (b)). 

^ andtor amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and 

^ Telfa^lJ™ 'Sen established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ In computer readable form 

c. time of filingyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 □ in addmon. in the case that more than one t^ntfth^t^hf inUSInt^ 

ss!s^a?L[«^ 

appropriate, were furnished. 
4. Additional comments: 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/BE2004y000109 



Box No. II Priority 

1. S The following document has not been furnished: 

B copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43b/s.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule A3bisA and 66.7(b)). 

fiHng Ste Indicated abc^ve is considered to be the relevant date. 
3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Rnv N« V Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s. 1(a)(l) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
rndlstriaTapplfcaX: SSfions and expl. n.t.nn. .uooorting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


4-7,15,17-19,21 


No: 


Claims 


1-3,8-14,16.20 


Yes: 


Claims 


4-7 


No: 


Claims 


1-3,8-21 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-21 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/BE2004/0001 09 



Re Item V. 

1 The following documents are referred to in this communication: 
D1 : GB 1 181 063 A (NATIONAL RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION) 11 February 1970 (1970-02-11) 
D2 • US 3 520 578 A (LIGHT LAZAR) 1 4 July 1 970 (1 970-07-1 4) 
D3 : US 4 81 5 864 A (JONES ALLEN M) 28 March 1 989 (1 989-03-28) 
D4- US-A-3 504 953 (LOVE WILLIAM J) 7 April 1970 (1970-04-07) 
05- US-A-5 51 9 274 (SCHARRER JOSEPH K) 21 May 1 996 (1 996-05-21 ) 
D6- PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 0142, no. 76 (M-0984), 14 June 

(1990-06-14) & JP 02 08081 1 A (NIPPON TELEGR & TELEPH CORP 

<NTT>). 20 March 1 990 (1 990-03-20) 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this document): 

a foil bearing comprising a frame and a foil, wherein the foil bearing has a 
self-aligning mechanism (page 2, lines 86-89) which allows the foil to self- 
adapt its position. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore not new. 

2.2 Also documents D2 and D3 disclose the subject-matter of claim 1 . 



3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2, 3, 8-21 

Dependent claims 2, 3, 8-21 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the 
PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT) for the 
following reason: 

3 1 Dodument D1 discloses the subject-matter of claims 2,8,1 0-1 4,1 6 and 20, 

document D2 discloses the subject-matter 6f claims 2.8.9,1 3,1 4.20 and document 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/BE2004/000109 



D3 discloses the subject-matter of claims 2,3,14 and 16. Hence, the subject- 
matter of said claims is therefore not new. 

3.2 The feature of claim 1 5 is merely one of several straightforward possibilities from 
which the skilled person would select, in accordance with circumstances, without 
the exercise of inventive skill, in order to support the foil. Hence, no inventive step 
appears to be present in the subject-matter of claim 15. The same applies to claim 
18: To stiffen a foil, the skilled person would without the exercise of inventive skill 
provide the foil with ribs etc. 

3.3 The features of dependent claims 1 7,1 9,21 have already been employed for the 
same purpose in similar foil bearings, see documents D4: Fig.2; D5: column 3. 
lines 45-54 and D6: Abstract. It would therefore be obvious to the person skilled in 
the art, to apply these features with corresponding effect to a foil bearing 
according to document D1 , thereby arriving at a foil bearing according to claims 
17.19, 21. Consequently, the subject-matter of claims 17.19 and 21 lacks an 
inventive step. 

4 The combination of the features of dependent claim 4 is not known from the 

available prior art. Should the applicant regard this matter as involving an inventive 
step, a new independent claim should be drafted to include these features, 
bearing in mind that the features known from document D1 should be placed in 
the preamble of such a claim in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) POT. The applicant 
should also indicate in the letter of reply the difference, in terms of technical 
features, between the subject-matter of the new claim vis-^-vis the state of the art, 
the technical effect caused by this difference and the technical problem solved by 
this effect. 
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